Erft Canal Crossing-February 28-March 1, 1945

- alshoven -t R v R b i e
H | o8 e - A B ol © Rheid
3 =\ B ©n the 3rd of arch, a 601 o Sincle Bailey ridge was deliversd to the 4 o
> 1 99th Division Engineer Battalion (mm) and constructed across the Erft Canal in 3
Yol « 3 Y & inity of Bodurs,
il LR R el L o] G L i rGE
fagset = =87 P g
08 ° T 7 86 PP,
% .
grich Ll Ka 70 B LJs o )
4 ey o & 6, 5
B, A Vel dera
b iel A 601 I8 Bridge was likowise delivered on the 1st of March to the 49th Eagineer b
' 0 ymbat Battalion, and \x)ns‘.r‘ cted over the Erft Canal st meae Cermany. &6
m\'?‘ ® LY
= (8 U il
\d e Also on the lst of l(!-\‘ h, an 80' DS muzy B‘iﬂﬁ ‘was delivered to the 237th \
Englneer Combat Battalion md constructe ncamll‘h!fmﬂu’fm g
B 0 — - E
Mersgh B P \ affendol N 8! a
3 O —
N 1 190 * welidorf berembt
Patte % Hpll . i h
2
m | A Y y —— . 3
en h .
‘N During the morning of the 28th, the Compeny move 7‘1 the afﬁ .ernoon, JAX
. 2 1101 35 Saihey Dekdag, b ntaminy Support Tarie, b od Josuntt ons N
8 Tnfantry Footbrtdge mera sent, forverd to the 329tk Bagr, C. B, in the vxcmzy of ggIAdo) -
T ( Sutr, F-192516, in mreparation for b nm. Canal. (]S
b2 1 g Safley Sridge and 2161 Infantry Footbridge were semt to & %h!m- e ol 7 NG
O < 0 wisintty or Bladort, P11 ioeiss Tn esersbion of L Rre Sasal srosciags 2 g N
v 3. h) uven
[, On the 5th of March an 80' DS Bailey waudl&md!d‘:hﬂawhm " = 2\
tolion ed ihe Erft Canal in Faffen ) >
D L e the Tack of the b inciped Foads raming 1 ¥ rtendort. S
:l'eln.ﬂg t.“ Brft in the 10kth and 3rd Armored Division sectors, : b
) e & Wiebach.
& 5y o
: On the 1st of March an 80' DS Bailey Bridge was delivered to the 238th Engineer
h g L R e e L s A Cosbet Battalion, and constructed by them ot Sindorf, Germamy, across the Brft Camal.
[ =
' g indorf
P 57 indo;
el L
18 ch | Joe 84
i S
56—
e -~ <
bW, ~ 7
a B AT
! d> e |122, 2 ¢
¢ Tl |Boe
S4AN
(& fus 1
2 = o . & &
3 5
g 0,
' e
1 ooy e smening of oo 255k, I the attormoe, pA
5, 1 > DS Satiny Briaes, 6 Matunbry Support Batve. 1 u.z sttt Bosts, and DY of 52 = K
n In.um-_y! atbridgo vere sent o rm-d te Lhn 329'x~ . B, inth v1 imtyof ol e’
L “m for the &'l’t Canal. 3
NS
2h| o tam: P ioinity of Elafor, P-174s95, Livewise in eperation of the Brft Canal orossings ! 94 ,
"6l 1#91+1+7 + = t

Following the crossing of the Rohr the 505" pulled into Dueren and from February 28 and March 5, 1945 the
505" Light Ponton Company was heavily involved in the preparation for the Erft Canal Crossing, the last natural barrier
before the Rhine. Because the bridges had been blown up by the retreating Germans bridges had to be built at a number
of locations. In just 6 days the 505th delivered 7 Bailey bridges, 432 feet of infantry footbridge, and 45 M-2 Assault
Boats to a 6 different Combat Engineer Battalions ( 329", 49", 237" 238" 324, 224™). Infantry Footbridges were built
quickly to provide a bridgehead in Glesch and Paffendorf. There was very heavy fire from the Germans from the woods
opposite these positions. Baileys were then built. There were only two big bridges for supplies at Bedburg-Broich and
Zieverich . These became the main supply routes as the war moved to on to Cologne and the Rhine.

Willi Weiss has provided us with the following maps and photos. You can visit Willi’s website at
http://www.archiv-oberaussem.com/doku.php. A big thanks to Willi Weiss for his research that has provided these great
maps and photographs of some of the bridges then and now that spanned the Erft.

Here is a chronological listing of the locations and bridges that were delivered. Willi has included them on the map
above.

February 28

1. Buir-329" En.C. Bn.-110’ DS Bailey

6 Infantry Support Rafts, 45 M-2 Assault Boats, 216’ Infantry Foot bridge
2. Elsdorf-49" Eng. C. Bn. -110’ DS Bailey

216’ of Infantry Foot Bridge
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March 1

3. Paffendorf-237" Eng C. Bn. -110’ DS Bailey
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4. Glesch-49" Eng C. Bn. -60’ DS Bailey
5. Sindorf-238" C. Bn. - 80’ DS Bailey

March 3

6. Bedburg324th Eng C. Bn. - 60’ DS Bailey

s

March 5

7. Paffendorf-224 Eng C. Bn.- 80 ‘ DS Bailey
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